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Abstract: The keynote address examines the race-gendering 
of Indian indentured workers in the colonial imaginary through 
which Jamaica was remade as a tourist destination during the 
late nineteenth century. It specifically examines the visual 
portfolio created by photographers of tropical fecundity and 
idyllic rural life that would dispel the perception of Jamaican 
plantations being ruined by the emancipation of slaves. While 
scholars are critical of the Oriental picturesque projected by 
these photographs, Professor Sharpe makes a case for a “coolie 
picturesque”depicting Asian Indians as an uprooted people 
who do not belong in the New World. This colonial imaginary 
continues to haunt the perception of Indo-Caribbeans as 
outsiders to the region even until today.
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Abstract: The travel narratives of Emily Eden (1797-
1869) and Fanny Parkes (1794-1875), depicting their 
extensive travel through India, provide valuable insights 
into the initial encounter in the first half of the 
nineteenth century between the Europeans and the 
native Indians from a female perspective. The 
narratives, which comprise Eden’s letters Up the 
Country (1867) and Parkes’ journal Wanderings of a 
Pilgrim (1850), reveal the competing discourses of 
gender and imperialism at work that create tensions and 
ambivalences within the texts. On the one hand, the 
women as English travelers represented colonial power, 
but on the other hand, their gender placed them within a 
secondary or weaker position within the power 
discourse. Thus they wrote from a liminal position and 
their descriptions of their encounters with the colonial 
Other are fraught with anxiety and fractures. These 
travel narratives present an alternate view to empire 
building, and they manifest a complicated negotiation 
with Orientalism, evident in their use of the picturesque 
and in the moments when Eden and Parkes write about 
meeting Indian women. This paper argues that even 
though the women travel writers reinforce the dominant 
imperial and orientalist view, yet at times, they break 
away from the hegemony of monolithic Orientalism to 
present more personal and nuanced responses to India 
and Indians.

The history of travel writing starting from Homer’s Odyssey 
presents male figures as explorers and adventurers while the 
women like Penelope remain at home, waiting for the man to 
return. This was the norm for a long time with very few women 
undertaking journeys and even fewer writing about them. 
However, technological advances in the nineteenth century 
saw a rise in women traveling all over the world; and as England 
consolidated its power in India, women joined the men serving 
the East India Company. Consequently, as early as the 1830s, 
there were a number of women accompanying their male 
relatives to India. Two of these women were Emily Eden, the 
sister of the Governor General, Lord Auckland, and Fanny 
Parkes, the wife of a minor colonial official. They not only 
traveled through India but produced travel narratives which 
provide us with rich and significant insights into the discourses 
of gender, imperialism, and orientalism.

Women have functioned as signifiers in colonialism for both 
colonizers and the colonized. British women in India 
represented the domestic values and the emotional resonances 
of the Empire, including the normative values and attitudes of 
the center. These British women of the imperial structure were 
locally known as Memsahibs. Due to the close identification 
with the imperial values, these women (strengthened by a wave 


